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CALL OF DUTY 
Firies celebrated for
their sacrifice Page 6

The first person on the scene of  a collision
that totalled the front of  a bus and of  a truck
has spoken to the Coastal Times about the
lucky escape the two drivers had and the
rapid response from the community and
emergency services.

Dave Feenstra says it is the fourth serious
crash where he’s been the first responder
and showed the value of  first aid training.

FULL STORY P7

Out of service Spud king
Tony Galati
chips in for
Telethon
Page 19

A CITY of  Mandurah coun-
cillor who once went on a
hunger strike to push for the
Lakelands train station says
planning needs to start now
to avoid a parking crisis at
the facility.

Cr Ahmed Zilani, who was
elected in 2019 promising to
lobby for the station,
believes a multi-storey car-
park will be needed to meet
demand.

The station between
Warnbro and Mandurah is
set to be operational in 2023,
with construction starting
next year.

The project is 80 per cent
funded by the Federal
Government and 20 per cent
by the State. It will see more
than 2300 passengers each
day in 2023, growing to 3500
in 2031. 

Cr Zilani said the area
allocated to parking was “so
small” and the issue had fre-
quently been raised with
him by residents.

“There is only a tiny block
for parking at the site,” he
said. 

“The area will accommo-
date about 400 cars.

“If  there is a multi-storey
carpark of  two or three lev-
els, the parking problem will
be gone and it will be a trans-
port hub.”

Cr Zilani said with Lake-
lands’ close proximity to
Rockingham, the hub would
boost the local economy.

“My proposal is to make it
three levels so you can park
more than 1000 car,” he said.

Peel Chamber of  Com-
merce and Industry general
manager Andrew McKerrell
has also thrown his support 

Parks and
elevation

EXCLUSIVE

Jake Dietsch

CONTINUED PAGE 3
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KAROLINE Magpily has
taken out the Tim Winton
Award for Young Writers.

The 14-year-old Mandu-
rah Catholic College student
was left stunned after being
awarded overall winner for
The Singularity, “a mature
and unique futuristic story
that showed fantastic
humour”, according to judg-
es.

“I didn’t really believe it,”
she said.

“I don’t think I’ve ever
won something as large as
that.”

The annual creative writ-
ing award for students

attracted short story entries
from across the State .

However, Karoline’s story
took the cake, with some of
the judges saying it was their
favourite entry.

The Singularity is set in
the far future and explores a
world where consciousness-
es are uploaded to a database
after death.

“The crux of  the story is
them accepting the terms
and conditions and figuring
out what’s ahead,” Karoline
said.

“It’s less a story and more
commentary or an ode to our
internet overlords.

“There’s no time, no place,
there’s very little of  a char-

acter and not a lot of  plot,
but it still works.

“I never thought of  writ-
ing as a career or anything
I’ve always just done it for
fun. 

“I couldn’t imagine not

writing.”
Finalists’ stories can be

read online at subiaco.
wa.gov.au/timwintonaward
and will be displayed at Sub-
iaco Library until Sunday,
November 1.

Writer’s Winton win
Aaron Kirby

Karoline Magpily with her writing award, flanked by
Subiaco Mayor Penny Taylor and Tim Winton. 
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The new wing at Mandurah
Tafe is progressing full
steam ahead with an archi-
tect selected.

Education Minister Sue
Ellery last week revealed
Peter Hunt Architect as the
company to design a new
$9.17 million hospitality and
tourism training centre at
South Metropolitan Tafe’s
Mandurah campus. 

The facility - announced
in June as part of  a package
to restore WA’s economy
post-COVID - will include
courses such as commercial
cookery, tourism and events
management and increase
capacity for other courses
already available.

Peter Hunt Architect has
worked on the refurbish-
ment of  Beatty Park Leisure
Centre in North Perth and
the Perth Police Complex in
Northbridge, among other
projects.

Site analysis of  the new
centre is already underway
with construction expected
to start in May next year.

Ms Ellery said the invest-
ment would ensure the Peel
region had access to the best
learning environments.

Mandurah MLA David
Templeman expects the cen-
tre will “revitalise” the
region and be a “massive
boost” to young jobseekers.

"It really is terrific to see
this Government investing
heavily into providing mea-
ningful career pathways for
youth and the wider com-
munity," he said.

Plan pick
for TAFE

A MAN who was punching
and pushing his ex-wife dur-
ing a violent front yard
assault turned his anger on
two hapless passers by,
charging at them with a but-
terfly knife. 

Police prosecutor Tamara
Read told Mandurah Magist-
rates Court Wayne Alexan-
der Hammer, 40, was on his
knees in front of  the
woman’s house in a suburb

of  Mandurah on February
26 when he began shouting
at her.

One of  Hammer’s daugh-
ters came out to talk to him,
standing between the pair as
the argument escalated, but
Hammer slipped past and
pushed his ex-wife. Hammer
attempted to leave, but the
daughter took his keys
because she was worried he
would “hurt himself”.

Senior Constable Read
said this enraged Hammer,
who then climbed on to the
bonnet and leapt at his ex-
wife, pushing her back
before punching her in the

stomach. He got in one more
push before he was distract-
ed by two men walking past
the house.

Hammer ran towards the
men, pulling a butterfly
knife, before repeatedly
ramming it into the ground
while shouting.

His ex-wife then pushed
him as he was plunging the
knife into the dirt .

Hammer pleaded guilty to
aggravated common assault,
possession of  a prohibited
weapon and breaching a

family violence restraining
order after he sent one of his
daughters an email telling
her he loved her in August.

Hammer’s lawyer, Ian
Petherick, said his client had
gone to the house to talk to
his kids but the situation had
“escalated”. 

He also said the offender
emailed his daughter
because he thought her
turning 18 meant she was no
longer bound by the re-
straining order.

Magistrate Lynette Dias

took into account the fact he
had no prior history of  vio-
lence.

“There is still a need for
personal and general deter-
rence,” she said. 

Ms Dias handed down an
eight-month community-
based order — including 40
hours of  community service
— along with a $1000 fine and
costs of  $248.70.

1800RESPECT OFFERS FREE 24/7 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COUNSELLING
ON 1800 737 732. LIFELINE 13 11 14.

Knife pulled after attack
EXCLUSIVE
Aaron Kirby

Wayne Hammer. Picture:
Wayne Hammer/Facebook

behind the idea.
Mr McKerrell said the

Lakelands station was a
chance to learn from past
mistakes.

“I do believe that now the
State Government have
committed to building this
station, lessons from other
builds need to be learn t
from,” he said.

“Given the train station
site itself, it would be more
cost-effective in the long

an shared pathways and
cycling infrastructure) will
be developed, as will a bus
network which best aligns
with local development and
community needs,” she
said.

“The multi-storey car-
park at Mandurah station
will also provide more
parking for local residents,
increasing the number of
bays by 700, taking the total
number of  parking bays to
around 1800.” 

account passengers who
will also walk, ride, carpool
or take a bus to the new sta-
tion.”

However, there a remains
a glimmer of  hope, with the
Minister saying the “final
design” would be deter-
mined when the contractor
was appointed later this
year.

“As the project progress-
es, a station access strategy
for Lakelands station
(including links to pedestri-

year.
But Transport Minister

Rita Saffioti says a multi-
storey carpark is not yet in
the cards for Lakelands.

“About 400 parking bays
are planned for Lakelands
station,” Mrs Saffioti said. 

“There are no current
plans for a multi-
storey carpark .

“This number is based on
the broader catchment ar-
ea, the capacity of  local
roads and takes into

term to factor in and build
multi-level car parking
from the start. 

“This would assist in alle-
viating pressure as use of
the station grows over time
and the community
expands.”

The call for more parking
comes as construction of  a
new multi-storey carpark
at the Mandurah station is
under way, with works
expected to be completed in
the second half  of  next

The future Mandurah train station multi-storey carpark. Picture: WA Government

Multi-storey carpark not in station plans

North ward Councillor
Ahmed Zilani.

FROM PAGE 1
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A 13-year-old from Halls
Head has made the big chop
for a cause close to her heart.

Hannah McLaren donated
more than 40cm of  hair to
children’s charity Variety as
a part of  the Hair with Heart
campaign.

The hair will be used to
create wigs for kids with ill-
nesses such as cancer and
alopecia that can cause hair

loss. Hannah said she was
inspired by her family .

“My family has two people
with cancer, so I wanted to
do it for them,” she said.

“I love helping make a dif-
ference even if  it is small just
to help someone out.”

Changing your look as a
teenager is never a light
decision, and it came with a
few anxious thoughts .

“What if  I didn’t like it,
what if  I looked dumb, all

these things were running
through my mind but in the
end, I really like my new
hairstyle,” she said.

Hannah’s mum Michelle
said she was also “very
proud”.

“She’s a bit of  an inspira-
tion to a lot of  people and
does lots of  things to help
people out,” she said. “She
gets her mind set on some-
thing and she wants to get
going.”

Heartfelt act
Hannah McLaren donated more than 40cm of hair to children’s charity Variety. 

Aaron Kirby
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A LINE is being drawn as
tensions escalate in Dawes-
ville and residents prepare
to fight back against the
hoons ripping their once-
peaceful streets apart.

Residents reported an
improvement in behaviour
and police even laid a few
charges after a recent article
in the Coastal Times.

“It was quiet for about a
week, then school holidays
came,” Dawesville local of
six years Brian Norton said.

“We’re over it. It’s escalat-
ing fast where people are

making threats and having
confrontations with these
people, and I think someone
is going to get hurt because
the hooners don’t care; they
take it as a challenge.

“What they are doing now
is they’ll have a group of
cars block off  the streets
before winding up their
tyres, so they have people
that are watching and help-
ing now.”

Mr Norton had his own
scary experience last week
that prompted a sit down
with his children and advice
to his friends to do the same.

“I almost killed two kids as

I was coming around a roun-
dabout because they jumped
out in front of  me on dirt
bikes and I missed them by
inches,” he said.

“As parents we’re ner-
vous, and we have to sit
down with the kids and tell
them if  they hear any dirt
bikes just make sure you’re
off  the path, or they’ll run
right over you.”

Police have suggested
locals start using dashcams
to catch license plates and
install CCTV cameras on
their property. 

However, Edward Olkow-
ski said more police was the

only answer.
“It’s getting to a point now

where people are talking
about getting a group
together to confront them.
When that happens, it’s out
of  our hands,” he said.

Mandurah police station
officer-in-charge Neville
Beard strongly discouraged
locals from taking matters
into their own hands.

“Becoming involved in
confrontations such as this
can escalate very quickly
and can often resulting in
someone being seriously
injured or charged by po-
lice,” he said.

Aaron Kirby

Local allege these dirtbikes are among those hooning
through Dawesville. 

Kevin Brown, Brian Norton, Karen Masolini and Edward
Olkowski are fed up with Dawesville's hoons. 

Line
in the
dirt

Dawesville locals mount offensive on dirt bikes 

THIRTEEN proved to be a
lucky number last week
as the annual Wellness
Wednesday shows no sign
of  slowing down.

The 13th annual event
aims to raise awareness of
mental health in the com-
munity and reduce the
stigma surrounding men-
tal health.

Event co-ordinator
Nicole Ingram said there
had been more people
through than ever before.

“The crowd here is

much larger than previ-
ous years,” she said. 

“There’s a range of
information and stalls
that offer help, advice and
can point people in the
right direction if  they
need help. In 2020, there’s
a highlight on mental
health with the social iso-
lation going on due to
COVID but generally
speaking there’s been an
increase in mental health
and illnesses, particularly
in our youth and elderly.”

Still doing well
Wellness Wednesday event co-ordinator Nicole
Ingram. Picture: Aaron Kirby
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FOUR members of  the Man-
durah Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Service who respon-
ded to a call to help in the
eastern states have been
thanked by the NSW
Government.

Service captain Paul Sta-
cey and firefighters Murray
Luff, Ron Hendon and Har-
ley Morgione have been with
the unit for 25, 39, 37 and 11
years respectively, with Mr
Morgione joining at the age
of  17. The four were awarded
a Bushfire Emergency Cita-
tion for their “outstanding
contribution” in their
efforts to combat the 2019-20
fires. Mr Stacey and Mr Mor-
gione went to NSW at the end
of  October, with Mr Stacey
returning with Mr Hendon
and Mr Luff  at the end of
November 2019. 

The brigade captain —
who is also the City of  Man-
durah’s chief  bushfire con-
trol officer — said they had
responded to a DFES callout
for volunteers to head east
because “it’s just what we
do”. The local volunteers
faced a firefighting land-

scape starkly different to
anything they’d come across
in WA.

“They were in in drought
so there was no water sup-
ply,” Mr Stacey said.

“We learnt a lot about
backburns. We put in kilom-
etres and kilometres of  min-
eral earth breaks. 

“The whole state was blan-
keted in smoke. And it was
hot. We were over there five
days in a row in the heat and
conditions for 12, sometimes
14-hour days.”

The brigade was notified it

would receive the citation,
which includes a medal, cap
and letter from the Premier,
last month. Mr Stacey said
the honour was “totally
unexpected” and hoped the
awards would remind locals
of  the fallout from the fires
that rural NSW communi-
ties were still enduring.

“They lost lives and the
sheer loss of  property and
the native wildlife, it com-
pletely devastated large
parts of  the State,” Mr Sta-
cey said. “The damage will
be everlasting.”

Firefighting four
kept their cool in
a hot situation

Harley Morgione, Ron Hendon, Paul Stacey and Murray
Luff from the Mandurah VFRS. Picture: Jake Dietsch
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THE first responder to a col-
lision between a bus and
truck has told of  the “horrif-
ic” aftermath he saw, and
says the incident shows the
value of  first aid.

A police spokeswoman
said Thursday morning’s
crash at the intersection of
Dawesville Bypass and Old
Coast Road involved a Tran-
sperth bus and a truck.

The driver of  the bus, a
woman in her 60s, was taken
to Royal Perth Hospital with
non-life threatening injuries
and the driver of  the truck, a
man in his 40s, suffered
minor injuries.

Cleanaway employee Dave
Feenstra was driving to
work when he saw the
wreckage, with the fronts of
both vehicles destroyed.

Mr Feenstra said the
female bus driver was stand-
ing in the vehicle and bleed-
ing “quite a lot”, while the
truck driver was getting out
of  his vehicle as he pulled in.

Fortunately neither vehi-
cle was carrying passengers.

Mr Feenstra first checked
on the bus driver as he could
see that the truck driver
“seemed alright”.

“She was standing there
very shaken and shocked
and confused,” he said.

“She had radioed into her
depot to call an ambulance
and with that sorted, I got

some rags and covered her
lacerations on her elbow and
head. I put some pressure on
that and got her away from
the bus and off  the road,
where it was safe.”

Mr Feenstra also began
cleaning up the road and
managing traffic, including
collecting a windscreen that
had been propelled some
20m away from the bus .

He said before police or
ambulance had arrived

more good samaritans had
stopped and offered help,
giving the woman a blanket.

Another bus driver also
arrived and comforted her.

Mr Feenstra, who has
received first aid training
through his work, said this
was the fourth serious acci-
dent he had been a first re-
sponder to.

“I’ve been in a few of  them;
they’re quite horrific,” Mr
Feenstra said.

“But once you’ve done
your training, you go into
‘auto mode’ with what you
need to do in terms of  traffic
management, first aid and
keeping people in a safe
place.”

Police inquiries into the
crash are continuing and
witnesses should call Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Timely arrival

The bus involved in Thursday morning’s crash. 

Jake Dietsch

The damaged truck. 
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HELLO everyone, this is the
first of  a regular column
that the Mandurah Coastal
Times invited me to write so
I can provide information
about local policing initia-
tives, successes and crime
trends.

I look forward to regular
communication with you
and invite you to send me
any information you have
about policing ideas or areas
of  concern to the Mandurah
police station.

As most of  you may be
aware, the past 10 months
have seen considerable
changes to our lives due to
the impact of  the COVID-19
health crisis. 

Thankfully, WA has fared
better than other states and
countries. We still do have a
long way to go, and WA
remains in a State of  Emer-
gency, which means if  there
is an outbreak or a second
wave, we are in a good posi-
tion to fight it.

The WA Police Force has
noted a drop in reported
crime over the past 10
months, mostly due to re-
strictions placed on the com-
munity during the early
phase of  the pandemic.

We have also noticed that
the hard border has had a
significant impact on drug
distribution around the
State, with some illicit drugs
costing three times the nor-
mal price due to the lack of
supply.

Over the next few months I
will be looking at ways to
ensure that we can sustain
the hard work provided by
your local police. 

I intend to ensure that
there are sufficient police on
the streets, especially over
the warmer months, to make
sure people are safe and they
can enjoy a night out with-
out any trouble.

To achieve this, I will be
working closely with other
units within the WA Police
Force, including the Region-
al Operations Group, Liquor
Enforcement Unit, Traffic

Branch, Mounted Section
and the Dog Squad. You can
expect to see an increased
presence in the next few
months, particularly around
licensed premises, foreshore
and shopping precinct.

I want to make it very
clear that police will be tak-
ing a no-tolerance approach
to anti-social behaviour,
especially by patrons leav-
ing licensed premises, and
we will take action where we
find people committing
offences against public
order.

WA Police also play a sig-
nificant role in responding
to emergencies such as
bushfires, co-ordinating
land and sea searches for
missing persons, and other
incidents which impact on
community safety. I am also
looking forward to working
closely with the local com-
munity, particularly the
City of  Mandurah on the
local emergency manage-
ment committee and the
bushfire advisory commit-
tee in preparation for the
coming summer months.

I am hoping to also meet

some of  the community
groups and service provid-
ers to identify ways that the
local police can become
involved and display some
leadership throughout the
community. Some of  these
groups work closely with ar-
eas of  the community where
we as police are trying to
have a greater impact, like
family violence and safety
for seniors. 

Over the next few months I
will provide further infor-
mation about these areas
and some of  the WA Police
Force initiatives developed
to support people .

I’m happy to provide infor-
mation about specific issues
raised within the communi-
ty. If  there is something you
are unsure about or an area
where you would like to see
police take more action,
please contact me . I look for-
ward to being a part of  this
great community and work-
ing with or meeting as many
local residents as possible.

Getting to know
the community

Senior Sergeant Neville Beard in his first week as
Mandurah OIC. Picture: Jake Dietsch

ON THE BEAT
Neville Beard

Neville Beard is the
officer-in-charge at
Mandurah Police Station 
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A TREE change continues to
brew in Mandurah ahead of
a crucial council vote next
month.

The Coastal Times recent-
ly covered the issue around
Norfolk pine trees, with resi-
dents calling for the trees to
be removed from their verg-
es as the root systems dam-
age their homes and falling
debris poses a threat.

The City of  Mandurah is

reviewing its policies
around trees, which
includes the possibility of
adding the pine to a list of
inappropriate trees.

The councillor behind
that push, Ahmed Zilani,
says he has been contacted
by dozens of  people who say-
trees’ roots are damaging
the structure of  their homes
and blocking their gutters.

Mandurah resident Craig
Cormack reached out to the
Times over a different spe-

cies of  tree — a lemon scent-
ed gum that stands more
than 30m high on his proper-
ty. Mr Cormack would like
the tree removed but would
settle for it being trimmed.

He has lived in his home
for about 20 years and
applied to the City for more
than three years before
pruning works were done.

Mr Cormack said the tree
continued to pose a danger
to him and anyone using the
walkway beside his home.

“People walk through all
the time; they walk on my
grass and a branch could fall
down and hit them, hit their
dog,” he said.

“The roots have squeezed
the pipes underground so
there’s no pressure and I
have got no retic.”

Cr Zilani urged residents
to email councillors, warn-
ing policies would be locked
in place for years after the
review is completed.

The councillor says if  resi-
dents are unhappy with
their trees they should be
able to remove them — but
they should pay for the re-
moval themselves and a
more suitable tree should be
in its place.

Mayor Rhys Williams said
the City had strict policies
governing tree removals but
that if  people were experi-
encing structural problems
they should contact the City,
which would work with
them on a “case by case
basis”.

The policy review is
expected to come before
council at its November
meeting.

Craig Cormack's lemon scented gum towers 30m high.
Picture: Jake Dietsch

Jake Dietsch
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MANDURAH police district
community engagement co-
ordinator Sergeant Gary
Benzies is a finalist for this
year’s WA Police Excellence
Awards.

Sgt Benzies is being recog-
nised for his “tireless dedica-
tion and genuine desire to
protect and engage with vul-
nerable people within the
community”.

However, after 31 years in
blue he still insists he is just
doing his job.

“To be honest, I feel quite

humbled because I’ve only
really been doing my job,” he
said.

“It’s been fantastic feed-
back for me.”

Sgt Benzies said he loved
his work supporting local
communities.

“My first priority every
day is I read every single
incident that has happened
in our district and see if
there are any vulnerable vic-
tims in there,” he said.

“I see them or make sure
someone else sees them to
make sure they get some
support.”

He is also a big part of the
ThinkUKnow project that
informs parents and chil-
dren about the dangers of
the cyber world.

“That’s a massive thing for
me because that really does
prevent parents from bring-
ing kids into police stations
when they’ve got into unfor-
tunate circumstances,” he
said.

Category award winner
will each receive $5000, with
two finalists to be given
$1000.

The winners will be
announced on December 10.

Mandurah Police Sergeant Gary Benzies. 

Aaron Kirby

Top of
the cops
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Police are searching for a
man accused of  tying 
a young woman to her 
bed during a “terrifying”
home invasion in Perth’s
south. 

Just before 8am last
Wednesday, the man alleg-
edly broke into a home just
off  Regent Drive in Wanna-
nup and began ransacking
the property.

A woman in her 20s was
home at the time. She hid in a
wardrobe in her bedroom. 

When the man found her,
detectives say he punched
her in the face and body
before tying her to the bed. 

The victim suffered minor
injuries and the intruder
allegedly stole household
items and cash.

Police said the woman had
managed to call for help
before she was tied to the
bed. 

After the attacker escaped
a friend of  her partner
arrived and freed her. 

Mandurah District Acting
Detective Sergeant Ethan
Baker said it was possible
more than one person was
involved and police were
appealing to the public for
information. 

“It was a terrifying 
incident for the victim,” he
said.

“We are offering her
services as appropriate.”

Det-Sgt Baker said there
was no evidence to indicate
the man knew the victim.

The man detectives
believe can help with their
investigation was described
as being about 180cm tall, ol-
ive-skinned, and in his early
30s.

He had a muscular build,
short brown and slightly
ginger hair, and a scraggly
beard. 

He was wearing a black
hoodie, plain grey track-
pants, black sneakers and
black motorcycle gloves.

Police have released an
artist’s sketch of  the man,
which the victim helped to

create. Detectives also want
to speak to the driver of  a
black VZ or VY model 
Holden Commodore utility
with a loud exhaust that was
seen several times in the ar-
ea about 7.30am, 
and the driver of  a black
four-wheel-drive ute that

was in the area about
7.40am.

Det-Sgt Baker said there
was no evidence to suggest
the intruder was driving ei-
ther of  those cars.
Contact Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000 or
crimestopperswa.com.au

Help cops catch him

Sgt Ethan Baker with a sketch of a suspect.

Jake Dietsch

Police want to speak to the driver of this car seen in the
Wannanup area.
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A PINJARRA farmer is call-
ing on the State Government
to help promote living and
working in country areas as
he battles to find good work-
ers.

The farmer wished to
remain anonymous but said
in a time of  unemployment
crises, especially in Mandu-
rah, he could not under-
stand why it was so hard to
find staff. 

“There’s a huge shortage
of  workers,” he said.

“This year we lost olives
because we couldn’t harvest
in time.

“It is disappointing.”
The farmer owns land

throughout the State, rais-
ing cattle as well as produc-
ing olive oil, and said
backpackers were generally
his go-to for workers.

However, the coronavirus
has shut down that avenue.

“I will never run out of
work,” the farmer said.

“We look after our peo-
ple.”

At the moment he is offer-
ing one-month trials to give
potential workers the skills
to fill roles around his farm-
ing properties, but said a
lack of  ambition as well as
drug and alcohol issues were

holding the region back.
Jack Mosedale has been

working on the Pinjarra
property for the past two
years.

“It’s a pleasant place to
work,” he said.

“You see all the animals;
you see things grow and die.

“People just don’t like this
kind of  work because it can
be hard.

“Most blokes, especially
young blokes, aren’t inter-
ested.”

Mr Mosedale said there
was always a place for people
who needed work.

“To get that experience
you’ve got to get out there
and get your hands dirty,” he
said.

“Come out here and try it
and if  it doesn’t work out
you’ve lost nothing, gained a
bit of  experience, and you’ve
got some pay as well.”.

Premier Mark McGowan
said the Government had
recognised the workforce
issue and implemented
strategies to assist farmers.

“Our Government has of-
fered incentives of  up to
$3360 in accommodation
rebates for workers that
move to the regions for agri-
cultural work, as well as the
Work and Wander Out Yon-
der campaign to highlight

the job opportunities availa-
ble to West Australians,” he
said.

“We have also partnered
with recruitment services
Seek and Studium to match
employers and job seekers
through the campaign web-
site. Thousands of  jobseek-
ers have signed up to this
service — employers must
also play their part by sign-
ing up in order to connect
with jobs seekers.

“This week, the McGowan
Government introduced
new measures to help WA’s
agricultural and horticultu-
ral industries to secure
essential workers and help
fill critical labour shortages
for this season’s harvest.

“Under this arrangement,
the WA Government will
allow WA growers access to
Seasonal Worker Program
and Pacific Labour Scheme
workers — subject to strict
conditions to protect the
health and safety of  the WA
community.

“The new measures will
initially focus on recruiting
Seasonal Worker Program
and Pacific Labour Scheme
workers that have already
undertaken 14 days quaran-
tine in the Howard Springs
facility in the Northern Ter-
ritory.”

FARMING FIX
Jack Mosedale says there is opportunity in farm work. Picture: Aaron Kirby

Aaron Kirby



MCT

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020 � 15



MCT

16 � WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS



MCT

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020 � 17
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City-centric
bubble
I keep seeing Perth referred
to as being the most isolated
city in the world, when it is
not. 

This annoys me intensely.

Hostile to
investment

In response to the Coastal
Times’ story (‘Work it out’,
October 7): the jobs are not
here in Mandurah so it is
fruitless trying to come here
for that purpose.

But what a wonderful
place to come if  you want to
receive unemployment ben-
efits. It’s beautiful and there
aren’t too many places in the
world that match it. 

Unfortunately, Mandurah
has never been allowed to
grow to become the satellite
city predicted by Bernard
Salt in 2005 because of  a lack
of  foresight by the council
and town planners, and the
selfishness of  the population
not wanting change. 

It has been developed as a
tourist town but with its lack
of  tourism attractions and
the population largely made
up of  retirees, unemployed
youth, the homeless and
drug addicts, one might ask
who’s minding the store.

Hospitality is a joke. It’s
hard to find a coffee after
4pm and most of  the eating
houses close at 8pm or ear-
lier, and that’s in summer. 

Try winter, when the last
person leaving Mandurah
turns the lights off.

The council and town
planners need to encourage
investment and growth, not
just government offices, and
be less like social workers
providing amenities for the
unemployed. 

Developers refrain from
investing here as the general

opinion is the council is too
hard to deal with. 

We need Mandurah to
grow in the right areas —
providing jobs, encouraging
development and leaving the
stigma of  crime and drugs
behind.
S. Hammond, Halls Head

Perth is the most isolated
capital city in the world,
which is quite different.

I do wish people would
take the trouble to get such
things correct. People may
say “Is it important?” Well,
yes, it is!
M. Price, Mandurah

Deakin Phelps captured this feisty Blue Tongue in Greenfields. 
Send your letters and best pictures to peel@communitynews.com.au

18 NEWS October 21, 2020

MANDURAH provided a
vital waypoint for 23 deter-
mined cyclists taking part in
the annual Ronald McDo-
nald House Charities West-
ern Australia Ride for Sick
Kids on Tuesday.

The cyclists hit the road on
Sunday in Margaret River
for the 400km ride through
Bunbury and the Peel region
before finishing at Ronald
McDonald House in
Nedlands.

Over four days, the riders
banded together and tested
their strength to raise vital
funds for the House.

RMHC WA chief  executive
Peter King said the com-
munity and riders showed
extraordinary generosity
every year.

“We are grateful for the
support we continue to
receive from the community,
our riders and our sponsors
and are extremely proud to
be celebrating 30 years of
service to the brave kids and
families from every walk of

life and every corner of  the
state,” he said.

“The community support
we have received over the
years, through events such
as Ride for Sick Kids has
allowed us to continue sup-
porting families in need, so
they can keep focusing on
what matters most – caring
for their sick child.”

Since undertaking the
first ride in 2012, RFSK has
raised over $2.5 million for
RMHC WA.

In 2019, RMHC WA provid-
ed more than 18,467 nights of
accommodation to more
than 1,929 WA families with
seriously ill children.

This year, it is celebrating
30 years of  such support. 

Annual fundraisers like
RFSK and McHappy Day on
November 14, help RMHC
WA to keep the doors of
Ronald McDonald Houses in
Nedlands and Perth Chil-
dren’s Hospital open and
fund other vital services,
including Family Rooms and
a state-wide learning pro-
gram.

Deserving
a full cycle
of support 
Aaron Kirby
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WITH a large family and
many grandchildren, Tony
Galati understands the
importance of  Telethon.

After raising $100,000 for
the children’s charity last
year, Spudshed has returned
with its Spudathon for Tele-
thon.

And this year, the initia-
tive has been extended to
give customers more time to
donate.

From last week , Spudshed
has been offering a free 1kg
bag of  potatoes to customers

that donate to Telethon in
any of  its stores until Tele-
thon Sunday on October 25.

Mr Galati said by extend-
ing the offer, he hoped it
would allow them to “raise
even more money for this
very worthy cause”.

“Spudshed is very much
committed to supporting or-
ganisations and charities
that work within the com-
munity and none more so
than Telethon,” he said.

“The free spuds will be
available at all 15 Spudshed

stores and with most stores
open 24 hours, making a
donation couldn’t be easier.

“We encourage everyone
to join us and donate during
Spudathon.

“ We are hopeful of  a great
response that will translate
into a significant donation to
Telethon.

“Free spuds for helping
sick kids — now that’s a good
deal.”

Spudshed has 15 stores
including in Mandurah and
Baldivis.

Josef, Alyssah and Sierra Galati are excited about the return of Spudathon for Telethon.
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IT’S about this time of 
year that we begin to turn our 
focus inside out — from house

plants, comfy cushions and luxe 
bedding to shade umbrellas, outdoor

cooking and alfresco dining. Sunnier days
lure us outdoors to entertain friends or

enjoy some time out on our favourite chair.
So why not create your own special
sanctuary by sprucing up the patio, 

garden or courtyard? Get inspired by 
these colourful finds to suit

all kinds of budgets.
Sara Fitzpatrick

1.Granada Butterfly closed weave dining chair in Terracotta, $635, globewest.com.au. 2. Mauritius Wing small occasional chair in Licorice, $1075, globewest.com.au. 3. Timber trolley, $49, Kmart stores
and kmart.com.au. 4. Geo Reflections rug, $198.95 to $298.95, West Elm, Perth. 5. Cane pitcher, $69, Pottery Barn, Perth. 6. Granada Hourglass side table in moss, $545, globewest.com.au. 7. Meteo

telescopic parasol by Kettal, $3300, Mobilia, Claremont. 8. Timber planter bench, $60, Kmart. 9. Imba lounge chair by Moroso, $1770, Mobilia, Claremont. 10. Bishop pedestal planters, $199, West
Elm, Perth. 11.Modern melamine dinnerware, $9 to $12, West Elm, Perth. 12.Woven tripod plant stand, $12, Kmart. 

20 HOME October 21, 2020
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THE award-winning 14-unit
MiMA complex offers
stunning apartment living
at the heart of  Mandurah.

It was named best
multi-unit development at
the 2018 MBA Housing
Excellence Awards, thanks
to the outstanding build by
Daly & Shaw and design by
Mikasa Design.

The name MiMA is a play
on its central “middle
Mandurah” location, which
is a comfortable walk or a
quick drive to the foreshore
where you have your pick of
cafes and restaurants and
entertainment options,
including Reading Cinemas
and Mandurah Performing
Arts Centre.

Several apartments are
available and all feature
light-filled open-plan living
with stylish floorboards,
modern light fittings and

split-system aircondition-
ing.

In each home, the sleek
white kitchen has stone
benchtops, quality
appliances, overhead
cupboards and subway tile
splashbacks.

Sliding glass doors extend
the main living area out to
the balcony for the upper
level apartments or to your
private courtyard for those
on the ground floor.

The two bedrooms are
carpeted and have mirrored
built-in robes, with the
master featuring an ensuite
and access to a balcony or
courtyard.

Adjacent to the second

bedroom is the main
bathroom and separate
toilet. Each apartment has
its own single carport,
storeroom and intercom,
and the gated complex is
pet-friendly.

Strata fees are $250 per
quarter and the seller will
pay strata for the first 12
months (conditions apply).

Four of  the units are also
tenanted, making this a
great start for an investor.

Designer lifestyle
2 2 1

55 Forest Street Mandurah
From $239,000
Agency: Raine & Horne
Contact: Elaine Kane on 
0437 516 202
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THE great Australian
dream of  home ownership
is stronger than ever, with a
report revealing today’s
millennials are prioritising
getting on to the property
ladder more than any other
generation. 

Millennials, defined as
anyone born between 1981
and 1996, are choosing to
save their money for a
house deposit rather than
living it up or directing
funds towards travel,
according to Bankwest
data. 

Its analysis of  the trends
of  close to one million
customers showed that
across all generations of
goal-setters, millennials
were not only the most
focused on saving for a
home but were also least
likely to be setting travel or
miscellaneous goals.

Perth millennial couple
Hannah Jurewicz and Brad
Crough said the COVID-19
pandemic had made them
want to own their own

home even more. 
“Going through such a

crazy time kind of  makes
you want to be settled and
have something that is your
own,” Ms Jurewicz said.

“We, obviously not being
able to travel with COVID,
kind of  refocused our
savings even more on a
house and the fact that it’s a
buyer’s market, low interest
rates, I guess everything
really came together.”

The couple, who started
saving towards their first
home 18 months ago, are
hoping to buy a property
next year. 

Elite Finance Australia
senior finance broker
Justin Abbott said there
had been a noticeable trend
of  more millennials saving
for a house deposit over the
past six months. 

“Government stimulus of
the building grants has
seen a massive influx in
new house and land
package inquiries and the
majority of  these are from
millennials,” he said. 

“I believe our property

market is turning to the
point where it is now
cheaper to purchase than it
is to rent, especially with
interest rates at the lowest
ever seen.”

The rise in millennials
saving for a home pushed
the “saving for a home”
category up nearly 50 per
cent from March to August,
according to Bankwest
analysis— the biggest
growth across all saving
categories. 

Overall, saving for a
home was the third-most
common goal across
customers of  all age
demographics, behind “just
saving” and “travel”, which
was the second most
common, despite
continuing restrictions.

Travel had flatlined as
the only savings goal that
had single-figure growth in
the period. 

Bankwest chief  customer
officer Paul Vivian said the
data was another example
busting the stereotype of
millennials as “carefree
money-wasters”.

Millennials
shun lifestyle
for a home 
Meilin Chew 

Perth millennial couple Hannah Jurewicz and Brad Crough are focused on saving for a
house amid the pandemic. Picture: Daniel Wilkins
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WELL performed chaser
Buster The Brute claimed
back-to-back victories when
he took out the Free To All
over 405m at Tabtouch Park
Mandurah last Friday.

A noted ‘cherry bandit’,
Buster The Brute took full
advantage of  the red rug for
the second week in a row to
produce an impressive front
running effort. 

The Krystal Shinners-
trained race-dog launched
sweetly from box one to
snare the early lead and con-
tinued to extend his margin
throughout the race to win
comfortably. 

He hit the line in 22.42,
more than four lengths
ahead of  runner-up Royce
Monelli.

Buster The Brute, who is
partly owned by greyhound
racing radio identity Callum
Robson, has now claimed 11
of  35 starts for just under
$100,000 in stake money.

In other racing news, Tor-
za trumped a very competi-
tive field in the Book For
Melbourne Cup Grade 3/4
over 405m.

Torza pushed through the
pack to seize the lead from
Speed Force and then kicked
away to score by three
lengths in 22.64. 

The handy black hound
has now racked up eight
wins for Nambeelup trainer
John Iwaynk. Buster the Brute, with handler Steve Shinners, following a victory earlier this year. Picture: James Broadhurst

ROCKINGHAM-Mandurah
has extended its unbeaten
streak to three games after a
dramatic tie against Willet-
ton. 

Mariners captain Aaron
Burrage elected to field first
again at Lark Hill and must
have been reconsidering his
decision at 0-50. But Adam
France (2-43) and Leon
Coombs (1-31) made the dou-
ble breakthrough before
Burrage (3-25) as well as
Ashley Blake (2-22) joined in .

At 6-102, Willetton were in
all sorts of  trouble but Ol-
iver Arkinstall (52) and
Waheguru Dhillon (42) put
on 80 runs for the eighth
wicket. A run out on the last
ball of  the innings saw Wil-
letton bowled out for 207.

Nicholas Blazevich (4-35)
took out Rockingham-Man-
durah’s openers in the first
overs before Burrage (46)
and Corey Wasley (28) stea-
died. Craig Simmons (37)
had the Mariners in pole po-
sition at 8-200 but Blazevich
struck again leaving Rock-
ingham-Mandurah needing
eight runs to win with one
wicket in hand. They fell
agonisingly short as both
teams ended tied on 207.

Dramatic
finish
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THE Mandurah Boat,
Caravan, 4WD & Camping
Show was a rip-roaring
success, smashing last
year’s numbers.

Event director Alan
Rogers said 20,552 people
came through the gates, up
about 25 per cent from 2019.

Mr Rogers said engaging
local businesses had helped
boost support for the Show
and meant the money
crowds spent stayed locally.

He said about 150
companies were
represented over the
October 16-18 event, with
sales “off  the Richter
scale”.

“What we’ve found is
we’ve got great support in
the community,” Mr Rogers
said.

“It’s great for Mandurah
and we’re pumped for next
year.”

The three-day event was
held at David Grays Arena.

In addition to boating,
caravaning, 4WDriving and
camping equipment on sale,
there was plenty of  kids
entertainment, food vans,
live music and more.

A crowd favourite was the
motorcross show put on by
two of  Australia’s best
freestyle performers, Josh
Sheehan and Brayden
‘Muggins’ Davies.

Crowds show their support
Jake Dietsch

Reefe Morgan and Lauren and Cruiz Fischer enjoy the displays at the show. Pictures: Jake Dietsch

Eden Cochrane with Joe and Finley Ollerenshaw.Trail Burner's Kurt Penney with a pod trailer.

Paris, Chris and Myles Atthouse at the Show.
Mandurah Marine Rescue volunteers Lyn and Geoff Sleight
and Christine Schmid.

Crowds browse caravan displays at the Mandurah Show. 

Brayden ‘Muggins’ Davies thrills the crowd.
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CAM Shepherd will be hunt-
ing his third premiership as
Peel Thunder coach next
season after committing to
another year at the helm.

During Shepherd’s tenure
the club has won back-to-
back premierships and had
numerous players make it to
AFL level.

2020 was a tough season
for the club, but despite not
winning a game Shepherd is
feeling more optimistic than
ever.

“We reckon with the
young group, on top of  our
senior players, we’re going
to be in fairly good stead and
overlay a great relationship
with Fremantle and hopeful-
ly we will be back up in the
top five,” he said.

“We want to be competi-
tive and hopefully that com-
petitive side of  things gives
us enough wins to finish in
the top five.”

“Building” was the key-
word for Shepherd during
negotiations as he navigates
the side back to the top of  the
WAFL table and said the yet-
to-be-finalised Fremantle
alignment would be a step
forward.

“We’re looking forward to
getting back to where we
thought we were for those
three years when we fin-
ished in the top three or
four,” he said.

“I really enjoy the chal-
lenges of  an alignment
because you get a great rota-
tion of  players and you
watch their development, be
it young Peel players poten-
tially getting drafted or our
Fremantle cohort getting
even better.”

However, he was not for-
getting the “real potential”
of  the club’s youth and said
he believed new football op-
erations general manager
Matt Rosa was the man to
help get the best from them.

“I feel sure they (the

youngsters) give us a vibran-
cy we look forward to,”
Shepherd said.

“I’m pleased to have some-
one of  Matt’s ilk to support
the football program.

“This year I wore both
hats, and it’s a tough gig so to
have someone of  his special-

ism and background will
work wonders for our footy
club.”

Rosa is also looking for-
ward to developing a world-
class program alongside
Shepherd. 

“It’s great to have Shep on
board again and really look-

ing forward to working with
him, and I know our players
are excited about him sign-
ing up again,” Rosa said. 

“We’re looking forward to
getting to work and develop-
ing our talent and setting up
the best program possible.”

Preparations will get

underway soon with pre-
season on December 1.

Shepherd says the club
will get its program togeth-
er, build a relationship with
new staff  and prepare
players as best it can so
they’re ready for the chal-
lenges ahead.

Shepherd
extends
Peel stay 

Cam Shepherd has signed on for another season as Peel Thunder head coach. Picture: Aaron Kirby

EXCLUSIVE
Aaron Kirby

THE Hilly Time Trial is the
traditional end of  the Peel
District Cycling Club’s
winter road race season. 

The race starts with a
climb out of  Serpentine
Dam and continues along
Kingsbury Drive to the
monastery before turning
around and heading back
to the dam for the finish
and barbecue reward.

Raphael Armouroux
flew around the course,
breaking the circuit record
by almost a minute. 

The last rider to start
was Oli Stenning, who con-
vincingly won the Peel
Classic on these roads a
fortnight earlier. 

Racing on familiar
roads, Stenning was even
faster than Armouroux,
taking another 30 seconds
off  the course record, rec-
ording 36 minutes and
eight seconds for 25 kilom-
etres and 380 metres of
climbing at an average of
more than 41 kilometres an
hour. 

Jordan Dawson was the
third-fastest rider on the
day.

The time trial is run on

win, Armouroux was sec-
ond and Jarrahdale local
Colin Rose’s time bonus
allowed him to claim his
eighth podium in the last
eight Hilly Time Trials.

age standard, which gives
older riders a time bonus
to enable them to compete
with younger riders. 

Stenning’s record time
secured him the overall

Riders
head

for the
Hilly

Oli Stenning winning the Hilly Time Trial. 
Picture: Nick Cowie
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A STUNNING comeback has
seen the Mandurah Pirates
Rugby Union Club Under 14
girls claim a maiden pre-
miership in just their second
year.

It was a rough start
against Wests Scarborough
on Friday night.

Wests got out to a 17-nil

lead at half-time thanks to
some fast running rugby.

Mandurah regathered at
half-time and came out with
a steely determination.

Tries to player of  the
match Olivia McEntrye as
well as Khyesha Eastaughffe
and a double to Aroha Tar-
rant saw Mandurah turn the
tide and come away victors
20-17.

The two sides also battled
it out in the Boys Under 11s
final.

Mandurah came into the
clash as minor premiers, but
scores were locked at 24 as
the final whistle was blown.

Ten minutes of  extra time
saw Scarborough edge the
game 29-24.

Club president Bevan Wil-
liams said he was proud of

their juniors’ performances.
“It was a massive achieve-

ment (U14 girls premiership)
in only their second year as a
team and for some of  the
girls only their second year
of  playing our great game,”
he said.

“We have a great young
group and with the addition
of  the boys from Bunbury,
the future is looking bright.”

Pirates to treasure
first premiership

The Mandurah Pirates Rugby Union Club Under 14 girls claimed their maiden premiership in just their second year.

Aaron Kirby

Basketball has taken off in Mandurah this summer. 

MANDURAH’S summer of
basketball has exploded in
popularity, with more than
100 new teams signing up in
a range of  competitions.

This summer will see Pin-
jarra join the competition
for the first time, but Mandu-
rah Magic Basketball Asso-
ciation competitions and
office administrator Rod
Hislop believed COVID ha s
had a positive influence.

“They (players) didn’t
have much to do over winter,
so I think now everyone is
ready to play again and a bit
more confident to go out,” he
said.

“There are now also more
programs and our competi-
tions have grown.”

Some 411 teams will take
to the court in a range of
competitions, including a
new senior mixed competi-
tion and daytime ladies
league.

“We’re definitely excited
to see so many teams and the
growth in the sport,” Hislop
said. “People can come along
and watch as well.”

The SBL team is awaiting
details on what will happen
next year but whatever hap-
pens, basketball in Mandu-
rah looks set to flourish.

Basketball courts
record numbers
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WHEN it comes to sports
utility vehicles, most fail
miserably to live up to the
name.

As high-riding wagons,
gravity and physics prove
victorious, essentially
rendering them anything
but sporty, but Skoda has
bucked the trend with an
athletic version of  its
Kodiaq seven-seater.

The first Skoda SUV to
wear the hallowed ‘RS’
badge, it has a bi-turbo
diesel engine promising
efficiency and punch.

The sporting prowess
comes at a cost: $65,990 plus
on roads, which pushes the
Kodiaq towards prestige
territory.

From the outside, the RS
is distinguished by the
badging, big 20-inch wheels
featuring red brake

callipers, twin tailpipes and
different bumpers.

Step inside and the
bucket Alcantara trimmed
seats with leather features
and red stitching
accentuate the sporting
credentials alongside
carbon-look finishes and
the flat-bottom steering
wheel with paddle shifters.

Other nice kit includes a
9.2-inch touchscreen with
the best clarity you’ll find
in a car, hands-free boot
opening, three-zone climate
control, Audi-like digital
instruments, wireless
phone charging with Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto
connectivity to the
10-speaker Canton stereo. 

Maintenance is required
annually or every 15,000km.

Warranty coverage is five
years and unlimited
kilometres.

Maintaining the five stars

achieved by the standard
Kodiaq back in 2017, the
sporting derivative doesn’t
deviate with its tech.

Brakes can be
automatically applied if  an
impending collision is
detected by the various
sonars, and it also works in
reverse. Other inclusions
are blind spot detection,
which lights up an LED
symbol in the side mirrors
when a vehicle moves into
position and then flashes if
you indicate to move, plus
lane assist which can gently
steer the car back into the
middle of  the lane if  the
driver wanders.

Towing capacity is rated
at 2000kg with a downball
weight of  100kg. But with
gross vehicle mass of  just
2551kg, the limit would be
jetskis and small trailers.

Small but smart extras
set the Skoda apart.

Plastic edge protectors
pop out every time a door is
opened. Fold-down headrest
supports stop head flops in
the back seat, umbrellas are
embedded in the doors and
velcro-based supports keep
loose items in place in the
boot. 

It adds up to a thoughtful
family SUV that suits busy
and active lifestyles.

Head, leg and knee room
remains excellent in the
first and second rows. Like
most seven-seat SUVs, the
third row is aimed for
occasional use and while
small adults can be
accommodated, it’s an area
best left to the kids.

With all seats in use there
is a handy 230 litres of  boot
space. Drop the third row
flat and the luggage area
expands to 520L, and with
all seats collapsed it can
easily handle a few

surfboards or flatpack
furniture with 1950 litres of
space.

This could be the best
sounding diesel on the
market; many wouldn’t pick
it’s an oil-burner.

It’s armed with what
Skoda calls ‘Dynamic
Sound Boost’, a device that
analyses engine speed, gear,
torque as well as speed and
adds some serious meat to
the original exhaust note. 

From standstill, the
Kodiaq is responsive with
all-wheel drive delivering
maximum grip.

The 7.0-second 0-100km/h
time won’t shatter quarter
mile records, but the hefty
levels of  torque provide
effortless acceleration.

Combined with the
artificial soundtrack, well
balanced set-up and timely
shifts from the seven-speed
dual-clutch automatic

gearbox, it handles corners
and changes direction
flatter than any other SUV
for this coin.

Verdict: The Kodiaq
boasts performance and
functionality smarts, which
regularly make you smile.
It’s expensive for a Skoda,
but getting from A to B with
the family has never been
so much fun.

Picture perfect Kodiaq
Grant Edwards

SKODA
KODIAQ RS
Variant RS
Price $65,990
Engine 2.0-litre
four-cylinder bi-turbo
diesel
Outputs 176kW/500Nm
Transmission
Seven-speed automatic
Fuel economy
6.2L/100km
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MAZDA Australia says its
new BT-50 on sale this
month does offer something
unique to buyers, despite
sharing everything except
for its styling with the
recently released Isuzu
D-Max.

The new BT-50 is built at
an Isuzu factory in Thai-
land, with Mazda admitting
its only input into the vehi-
cle was its internal and
external styling. 

Mazda Australia also says
it’s not planning to increase
its five-year, unlimited-ki-
lometre warranty to match
the D-Max’s six years of
coverage.

However, Mazda Australia
marketing director Alastair
Doak said the design was the
first of  several reasons why
buyers may choose the BT-50
rather than the D-Max or an-
other rival.

“I think the real question
is why would you choose a
BT-50 over any ute in the
marketplace?” he said.

“In terms of  the looks, we
think it looks great. The
Kodo design language has
been hugely popular, wheth-
er it’s across CX-9 or Mazda2
and everything in between. 

“Ultimately, customers
will decide but all the
research we’ve done so far
has been very positive.”

Mr Doak said the ute mar-
ket had diversified as the
vehicles grew more popular
among weekend warriors
and families.

“There are a variety of
buyers within that segment,
from the traditional tradie to
others,” he said.

“We don’t expect to appeal
to every buyer in the seg-

ment; all we need to do is
appeal to some and we’ll
more than succeed .

“There is an emerging
group of  people stepping out
of  SUVs into the more so-
phisticated utes that are saf-
er and ours has all the latest
safety gear. 

“At the moment, the
HiL ux and Ranger are the

biggest sellers, so they’re the
ones you have to compete
with and make sure you have
a credible alternative to.
And we very much think this
is.”

Mr Doak also cited the
brand’s long history of  offer-
ing a ute, established dealer
network, Mazda’s finance
service and guaranteed

future-value program as
other factors likely to lure
buyers.

Mazda Australia manag-
ing director Vinesh Bhindi
said there were no plans to
extend the BT-50’s warranty
past five years, as the unlim-
ited-kilometre coverage
meant more to ute buyers.

The D-Max’s warranty is

six years, but capped at
150,000km.

The BT-50 has been a solid
citizen for Mazda without
setting the sales charts on
fire, despite the massive suc-
cess of  the previous genera-
tion’s twin-under-the-skin,
the Ford Ranger.

Discussions were had with
Mazda Corporation in Japan
about whether a new BT-50
was required, but Mr Bhindi
said it was a vital vehicle for
the brand in Australia.

“A lot of  our regional deal-
ers rely on a ute for their
business,” he said. “So no,
there was never any thought
BT-50 wouldn’t exist; the
question was, were we going
to collaborate with the right
OEM?, and I think we have.” 

Mazda expects to make up
a 7 to 8 per cent share of  the
ute market in the next cou-
ple of  years. 

Beyond that, any updates
would have to be done in con-
junction with Isuzu, how-
ever Mr Doak wouldn’t be
drawn on whether this could
include a souped-up, Ranger
Raptor competitor.

“We might get into trouble
if  we start speculating on
things that may or may not
exist in the future,” he said. 

“We’ve got access to a line-
up we think is really strong
and we’re very happy with it.
We’ll look at opportunities
down the track.”

Weekend and family ute
Sam Jeremic
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